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Advanced genomic testing is changing how we fight cancer.
Better insights and more targeted, personalized treatments are giving

precise

Maurie Markman, MD President of Medicine & Science
at Cancer Treatment Centers of America® (CTCA)
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Lancer care has become
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far more personalized, customized
right down to the DNA in an individual tumor. Advanced

genomic testing mvea’ls the abnormalities in a tumor’s

gene sequences, helping oncologists tailor more precisely

targeted treatment plans.

In other words, we're no longer limited to attacking cancer
cells. We can now fight an individual patient’s cancer

at the molecular level, targeting the DNA alterations that

drive its growth.

cnabling more precise cancer treatment
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Putting cancer patients in control
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Patients should ask if advanced genomic testing is offered
at their clinic or hospital, and whether it is an option

to help guide their cancer treatment plan. Ideally, they
should work with a team of oncology experts, empowered
to customize a plan for their specific situation, who keep
them well informed about the treatment and therapy
options available.

The objective of any cancer treatment plan should be to
maintain quality of life during treatment, and the ultimate
goal should be the patient’s full recovery.

“We can now target therapies specifically against
abnormalities in a cancer cell’s genes,” reports
Donald Braun, PhD, Vice President of Clinical Research
at Cancer Treatment Centers of America.

Until recently, cancer was defined by the organ where it
was first discovered: breast cancer, lung cancer, etc. But our
understanding of the role specific genes play in the growth
and spread of cancer has enabled a breakthrough in how

we treat cancer. Now we realize that one patient’s breast
or lung cancer does not necessarily behave the same—
or respond to the same treatment-—as another patient’s
breast or lung cancer.

With advanced genomic testing, we can design a more
precise treatment plan based on the genomic profile of a
tumor, creating a whole new spectrum of more targeted

~ treatment options—and new avenues of hope for the patient.
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